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Troop 10 Northern Tier Wilderness Canoeing
August 17-25, 2007

Information Flyer for Scouts and their Parents - May 30, 2006

Trip Date

Our reservation dates have been confirmed for August 17-25, 2007.  Initial deposits have been paid to Northern Tier to lock in those dates.
Costs

Trip cost is still estimated as being $1200 per attendee.  
We have established a $100/month payment schedule based on this total amount, spread out over the next eleven months.  (You may, of course, pay in advance of these dates, should you desire.)  

The table below allows you to check off each payment as is made.
_____  June 15, 06


_____  Jan 15, 07

_____  July 15, 06



_____  Feb 15, 07

_____  Aug 15, 06



_____  Mar 15, 07

_____  Sept 15, 06


_____  Apr 15, 07

_____  Oct 15, 06
_____  Nov 15, 06

_____  Dec 15, 06

Please note that payments must be in by the 15th of each month.  This gives us time to consolidate the funds and make the various installment payments to Northern Tier, according to their billing periods. 
PLEASE MAIL ALL PAYMENTS DIRECTLY TO:
Peter Fellman

44 Pleasant St

Medfield, MA 02052

Withdrawing from Trip
If an attendee opts out of the trip prior to September 15, 2006, the troop will refund any payments made to that point.   After this date, refunds will not be possible because the money will have already been committed to Northern Tier.  (Northern Tier does not do refunds.)

If you drop out after the Sept 15, 2006 date, you would need to find a person to replace you and have that person “refund” you.  The new person will then take your slot on the trip.  We have offered Troop 89 the chance for their scouts and leaders to be put on a waiting list, should this eventuality take place.  If necessary, to find replacements, we will also contact the District and/or Council.
Conditioning Activities
Scouts must have completed their Swimming and Canoeing merit badges.  The best way to earn these will be at Camp Squanto this Summer.  (Next Summer will be too late.)  Doing so will properly prepare you for the various NT-related activities that are planned for the Fall and Spring.  
Canoeing merit badge will also be offered by Mr. Costello during September/October for those unable to take Canoeing at Squanto this summer, and for the adults who are going to NT.
Activities for both youths and adults, stressing canoeing, portaging (of the type needed for NT), short-distance hiking with heavy packs, and general conditioning will be organized.  Some of these may be integrated with regular troop activities.  Others will be specific to the NT crews.

(An excerpt from the NT Planning Guide, regarding physical conditioning is attached to this info flyer.)

Specific Adult Training
Northern Tier requires that each of our two crews have adults currently trained in CPR, Basic First Aid, Safe Swim defense, Safety Afloat and Youth Protection.  The training may be shared among the adults of each crew (with the exception of Youth Protection, which all must take.)  Although it is not necessary that each and every adult have been trained in all of the above areas, it is to our advantage (and safety) that they are, and we will plan according.  Training in these areas will be scheduled for the Fall/Winter.  Some training will be available on-line.  Others can be done via group video sessions or actual “classroom” training.
Youth Crew Leaders
A youth crew member will be chosen by each crew to be its leader.  This is the same relationship a patrol leader has to a patrol.  The crew leader is responsible for organizing and planning the crew’s activities.  He must be aware of the interests and capabilities of the entire crew.  He leads by example.
Attached is another excerpt describing Crew Leader responsibilities in detail which you should review.  You can see that CLs will have a very important role in our expedition, not only while at Northern Tier, but in the months leading up to the trip itself.

The crew leaders will be chosen after the crew assignments are made, which probably will not take place until early 2007.

Further Information

The 2007 Northern Tier publications will not be mailed to me until July.  In the meantime, I have placed copies of the 2006 editions on the Northern Tier page of our troop website.  

I strongly urge that you download and review these now, especially the NT Expedition Planning Guide.  (Ignore pages 21-40 of the Guide, as they deal with NT bases that we will not be using.)  

There is a tremendous wealth of information in these documents.  It is not too early to become familiar with all the details of a Northern Tier trip.  
As always, if you have any questions, please feel free to contact me by email or phone.

Gary Wheeler

508-359-7234

gary.wheeler@verizon.net
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